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Medical ethics and juristical proceedings
during the Damascus Blood libel.

The Damascus affair (1840) in light of new
historical facts & sources

Abstract

The Damascus Blood Libel at 1840 has
begun as a local affair and became a focus
for international struggle among western
rival diplomatic powers. Some researches
recognize that affair as first signs of Jewish
Zionist national movement.

Although the affair was learned thoroughly, with many
articles and books written about, the physician's role
in that affair was neglected although their behavior
and testimonial statements had a central role on
later developments of the affair.

In Damascus 1840, 3 kinds of health care givers were
working. Healers, Moslem physicians and foreign
European physicians who have acquired their
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medical education in European universities. Those
physicians were called upon to testify about some
bones claimed to be human remains, supposedly
those of the missing monk and his servant.

The hostile public climate toward the Jews, the
inquiry leads and the authorities' negative tendency
to find the Jews guilty in charge didn't leave much
choice in the hands of those physicians especially
since their posts were governmental and municipal
ones. All but one, Dr Amantia Lograsso have
surrendered to the powers Addressed upon
them whether obvious or implied and testified as
expected by the government. This article will tell Dr
Lograsso's story and will present possible ways by
which his true testimony was changed and silenced
as well as taking his signature by deception.
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